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that I should more the resolution which I hold in my
hands; but at the same time, as the resolution seems to
be almost a truism, you might wish also that I should
make a very short introduction to the general question,
as well as speak to the resolution.

I presume it is known by all present that the standard
of this country is a gold monometallic standard; that
it was instituted by the great statesman, Sir Eobert Peel;
and that it was approved by the writings of another
great statesman, viz.. Lord Liverpool, who had given
years to the study of the question. But it is not so
generally known, and it is somewhat singular that it
should have been so, that when Sir Eobert Peel brought
forward the measure for the resumption of cash payments
and for the institution of a monometallic gold standard,
he appealed to the House of Commons by every wish
they had to act with good faith towards their creditors,
that they should return to the ancient standard of the
realm. I presume he meant that the ancient standard was
a metallic standard; but the fact is, it was not a mono-
metallic gold standard at all. The ancient standard to
which Sir Eobert Peel alluded was a bimetallic standard.
Although there had been a monometallic standard in the
country before, there had never been a gold one. There
had been a silver standard up to the time of Sir Isaac
Newton, and subsequently to that a bimetallic standard up
to the suspension of cash payments. I, therefore, who have
had to go through the labour of examining most of the
points which Lord Liverpool wrote about, and which Sir
Eobert Peel spoke of, have no hesitation in saying that I
believe if Sir Eobert Peel and Lord Liverpool were alive
at this moment, and were as keenly alive as they were
in their own days to all the events passing around them,
that they would have come to the conclusion that this
question must be reconsidered. Now, why do I come
to that conclusion? Just on this ground, that among
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